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Donald R. Studebaker 
E-Mail:dstudebaker@nixonpeabody.com 

September 16, 2005 

Mr. Philip H. Leung 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3742 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

Re: U.S. Application No. 10/822,690 

For: ''An Apparatus for Cooking Bacon and the Like " 
Confirmation No.: 2927 
Our Reference: 740944-21 

Dear Examiner Leung, 

Thank you for taking the time to meet with us yesterday and for your suggested amendments 
for the claims in connection with the above-identified application. We discussed this matter with the 
applicant, Mr. Hechler, who agrees to your suggested amendments and appreciates your help in this 
matter. 

You are hereby authorized to make amendments to the claims, by way of an examiner's 
amendment, as indicated on the following pages. It is Applicant's understanding that these 
amendments should place the application in condition for immediate allowance. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at 202-585-8298. 

Very best regards, 
NIXON PEABODY LLP 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENT BASED ON PERSONAL INTERVIEW OF 
SEPTEMBER 15, 2005, WITH PRIMARY EXAMINER LEUNG 

1 . (Currently amended) A microwavable cooking apparatus for cooking bacon and the 
like, comprising: 

a container, said container having at least one container sidewall, an irmer and outer surface, 
an open end, and a laterally projecting rim at the open end defining a rim undersurface; 
a lid; and 

a cooking rack , wherein said cooking rack comprises: 

mechanism for r emoveably susp e nded suspending said cooking rack from said 

lidOiand 

said cooking rack comprising a plurality of radially extending vanes said cookin g 
rack b e ing dimensioned to fit within said container. 

2. (Previously presented) The microwavable apparatus of claim 1, wherein said lid 
includes a bore defined by a bore wall. 

3. (Previously presented) The microwavable apparatus of claim 2, wherein a plurality 
of tabs extend laterally from said bore wall into said bore. 

4. (Original) The microwavable cooking apparatus of claim 1, wherein a portion of the 
top wall of said lid is substantially dome-shaped. 

5. (Original) The microwavable cooking apparatus of claim 1, wherein a handle is 
connected to said lid. 

6. (Original) The microwavable apparatus of claim 5, wherein a first portion of said 
handle projects laterally from said lid and a second portion of the handle projects downward fi-om 
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the distal end of said first portion of said handle. 

7. (Previously presented) The microwavable apparatus of claim 1, wherein a plurality 
of container locks are mounted on said lid for movement between a locked position and an unlocked 
position. 

8. (Previously presented) The microwavable cooking apparatus of claim 7, wherein said 
container locks each include a cam section which engages said rim undersurface and forces said the 
inner surface of said container against the lid when the container locks are in the locked position. 

9. (Previously presented) The microwavable cooking apparatus of claim 7, wherein said 
lid comprises a lock mount for each container lock, a cam opening formed in said lock mount, each 
said container lock being mounted for pivotal movement on said lock mount and including a cam 
section which extends through the cam opening in said lock mount outer wall, said cam section 
operating to engage the undersurfaces of said rim against said body in the locked position of the 
container lock. 

10. (Original) The microwavable cooking apparatus of claim 7, wherein each said 
container lock includes an operating lever connected to pivot said container lock between the locked 
and unlocked positions. 

1 1 . (Previously presented) The microwavable cooking apparatus of claim 1 0, wherein 
said operating lever includes a clasp dimensioned to securely engage the outer sidewall of said lid, 
when said container lock is in the locked position. 

12. (Original) The microwavable cooking apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the plurality of 
radially extending vanes are spaced substantially equidistant firom one another. 
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13. (Currently amended) The microwavable cooking apparatus of claim 2, wherein 
said mechanism includes a stem dimensioned to fit cooking rack is remov e ablv susp e nd e d bv a stem 
within said bore. 

14. (Currently amended) The microwavable cooking apparatus of claim 3, wherein said 
mechanism cooking rack includes a stem positioned within said bore, said stem comprising a 
plurality of radially extending vanes, and wherein said cooking rack is suspended to said lid by the 
plurality of radially extending vanes of said stem being engaged with said tabs. 

15. (Currently amended) A microwavable cooking apparatus for cooking bacon and the 
like, comprising: 

an outer container, said outer container having at least one container sidewall, an inner and 
outer surface, and an open en d and a lat e rally proj e cting rim at th e contain e r open e nd d e fining a rim 
und e rsurfac e; 

an inner container, said inner container having at least one container sidewall, an inner and 
outer surface, and an open end and a laterally projecting rim at the container open end defining a rim 
undersurface. wherein at least a portion of said inner container is dimensioned to fit within said outer 
container; 

a lid; and 

a cooking rack , wherein said cooking rack comprises: 

mechanism for removeably susp e nd e d suspending said cooking rack from said 

lid[[J];and 

said cooking rack b e ing compris e d of a plurality of radially extending vanes and 
dimensioned to fit within said inner container. 

16. (Original) The microwavable cooking apparatus of claim 15, wherein said outer 
container covers a predefined portion of said inner container, and wherein a microwave reflecting 
surface is positioned between said outer container and said inner container. 
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1 7. (Original) The microwavable cooking apparatus of claim 1 6, wherein a vacuum seal 
is formed between said outer container and said iimer container. 

18. (Previously presented) The microwavable apparatus of claim 15, wherein said lid 
includes a bore defined by a bore wall. 

1 9. (Previously presented) The microwavable apparatus of claim 1 8, a plurality of tabs 
extend laterally from said bore wall into said bore. 

20. (Previously presented) The microwavable cooking apparatus of claim 15, wherein at 
least a portion of the top surface of said lid is substantially dome-shaped. 

21 . (Previously presented) The microwavable cooking apparatus of claim 15, wherein a 
handle is connected to said lid. 

22. (Original) The microwavable apparatus of claim 21, wherein a first portion of said 
handle projects laterally from said lid and a second portion of the handle projects downward from 
the distal end of said first portion of said handle. 

'23. (Previously presented) The microwavable apparatus of claim 15, wherein a plurality 
of container locks are mounted on said lid for movement between a locked position and an imlocked 
position. 

24. (Previously presented) The microwavable cooking apparatus of claim 15, wherein 
said container locks each include a cam section which engages said rim undersurface and forces said 
the. inner surface of said container against the lid when the container locks are in the locked position. 
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25. (Previously presented) The microwavable cooking apparatus of claim 15, wherein said 
lid comprises a lock mount for each container lock, a cam opening formed in said lock mount, each 
said container lock being mounted for pivotal movement on said lock mount and including a cam 
section which extends through the cam opening in said lock mount, said cam section operating to 
engage the undersurfaces of said rim against said body in the locked position of the container lock. 

26. (Original) The microwavable cooking apparatus of claim 23, wherein each said 
container lock includes an operating lever connected to pivot said container lock between the locked 
and unlocked' positions. 

27. (Previously presented) The microwavable cooking apparatus of claim 26, wherein 
said operating lever includes a clasp dimensioned to securely engage the outer sidewall of said lid 
when said container lock is in the locked position. 

28. (Original) The microwavable cooking apparatus of claim 15, wherein the plurality of 
radially extending vanes are spaced substantially equidistant from one another. 

29. (Currently amended) The microwavable cooking apparatus of claim 18, wherein said 
cooking rack mechanism includes removably susp e ndo d-by a stem positioned to fit within said bore. 

30. (Currently amended) The microwavable cooking apparatus of claim 19, wherein said 
mechanism cooking rack includes a stem positioned within said bore, said stem comprising a 
plurality of radially extending vanes, and wherein said cooking rack is suspended to said lid by a the 
plurality of radially extending vanes of said stem being engaged with said tabs. 

31. (Canceled) 

32. (Canceled) 
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33. (Canceled) 

34. (Canceled) 

35. (Original) The microwavable apparatus of claim 1, wherein two container locks are- 
mounted on said lid for movement between a locked position and an unlocked position, said 
container locks being positioned such that in the locked position the container sidewall has an 
elliptical distortion. 

36. (Original) The microwavable apparatus of claim 15, wherein two container locks are 
mounted on said lid for movement between a locked position and an imlocked position, said 
container locks being positioned such that in the locked position the container sidewall has an 
elliptical distortion. 

37. (Original) The microwavable apparatus of claim 7, wherein at least one laterally 
projecting arm is coupled to at least one of said plurality of container locks, and wherein said at least 
one laterally projecting arm engages at least one of the container sidewall and the container rim 
when the lock is in the locked position. 

38. (Original) The microwavable apparatus of claim 23, wherein at least one laterally 
projecting arm is coupled to at least one of said plurality of container locks, and wherein said at least 
one laterally projecting arm engages at least one of the container sidewall and the container rim 
when the lock is in the locked position. 

39. (Original) The microwavable apparatus of claim 1, wherein at least one of the iimer 
surface and the outer surface of said container is at least partially covered with microwave reflecting 
surface. 

40. (Original) The microwavable apparatus of claim 1 5, wherein at least one of the inner 
surface of said inner container, the outer surface of said inner container, the inner surface of said 
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outer container, and the outer surface of said outer container is at least partially covered with 
microwave reflecting surface. 

41 . (Original) The microwavable apparatus of claim 39, wherein said microwave 
reflecting surface is aluminum foil. 

42. (Original) The microwavable apparatus of claim 40, wherein said microwave 
reflecting surface is aluminum foil, 

43. (Previously presented) The micro waveable apparatus of claim .9, wherein one end of 
said container lock is enlarged to deter involuntary removal of container lock from said lock mount, 
and wherein said enlarged end of container lock has a split end, said split end being compressible to 
facilitate voluntary removal of said container lock from said lock mount. 

44. (Previously presented) The microwaveable apparatus of claim 25, wherein one end 
of said container lock is enlarged to deter involuntary removal of container lock from said lock 
mount, and wherein said enlarged end of container lock has a split end, said split end being 
compressible to facilitate voluntary removal of said container lock from said lock mount. 
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